Chronic oesophageal fistulation for studying oropharyngeal and gastric influences on ingestive behaviour in the pigeon.
Surgical and postoperative procedures were developed in the pigeon to study the influence of oropharyngeal and postingestional factors in the control of food and water intake. Pigeons were prepared with an oesophageal fistula so that material swallowed emerged from a tube exteriorized at the neck. Nutrient solutions were injected into the lower portion of the oesophagus through a feeding tube inserted in the fistula. A postoperative tube-feeding regimen, using commercially available laboratory chow, was established to maintain the pigeon at its preoperative weight.